10

I[s Dreiser’s “IT he ‘Genius

By MERTON STARK YEWDALE.

N onder to determune whicther or not o
I ok 1= salucious and therefory a vio
Lation of the statate 1 is necesary 1o know
the wnter's purpose as well as the divad-
ing hne between a litersry wmork of art
end a trankly nasty book.

Immoral books might be classed under
three heads, namely, those that are wnit-
ten with a direet appeal (o the baser pas-
sions, those that are written for a moral
purpose, and those that are wnitten solely
for ilie rurposs of art.

Among the first are such lwoks as
Stalem Sweets, The Confession: of Maria
Monk, &. This sort of work appeals
prunanly 1o the agnorant and unen-
hgintened, snd, in Tack, 15 not 1o be elassed
o5 hterature.

Second, we have sncli books as recent
studdies by Keginald Kaufman and others,
Laterature 15 nsed for the purpose of in-
vuleating a moral Jesson by holdiag up to
the public the unpleasint aspects of vies.
OF all such books and plays that bave been
writlen few take rank s sreat literature.
In wearly every ense the purpose of the
novel or play 15 perverted sund sserificed
to the moral ohjeet. The literury sude of
the work bevomes negligibie

“The *‘Genius’ " Purely Artistic.

Tn the thinl elass of books may be ac-
counted The “(remius” and bhundreds of
volumes of the ancient classies which were
wrilten for purely Literary purposes. It
15 not necessary o instilate a comparison
between The “Gemins” and acceredited
works of genius, por is it necessary to eite
instances of immorality in such works to
justify their presence in the book under
discussion. Iu order to determine whether
or not The “(fenrus” i: merely a book of
filth or a work of literary art we have
ouly Lo apply certain principles applicable
not only to hiterary work but to musie,
painting and sculpture,

The purpose of pure fiction is to stim
lute the msthetic sense. It 15 true tlun
the povel has been nsed for so-called high
moral purposes, for the exposition of
various theories of government, for the
allevistion of sociul suffering and for the
discussion of problems of ethics; but these
are, strietly speaking, not functions of
the novel. They should be only ineidental
to it. They more often than not hurt the
literary value of the work. Before pro-
eeeding will the discussion we ought to
explain what is meant by the msthetic
sense and how a work ol art appeals
o 1.

The Touchstone Is a Sixth Sense.

The asthelic sense i= merely under-
standing and appreciation of the fine arts.
Those that have it know it, but it is there-
fore difieult to explain what it 4 to those
who have it not. Let us use some com-
parisoas tha! may be understomd by every-
body.

Great works of art stioulate  the
asthetie sense. This sense 14 slirred and
developed by reading a fine book, by Lear-
ing fine music and by viewing fine paint-
ing and sculpture, Perlaps the closest
annlogy is the feeling thal almust every
ene has when he looks at Nugura, the
Grand Canyon of the Colorado or the
Rocky Monntains.  IHandly any one has
looked upon these grea! works of nature
withont a thrill. It the precise fecling
eoulid b analvzed it would be found o
consist of l‘(!l’l‘l]l!l-ll‘ ahsornlion i a work
ontside one’s selll and a work nobler and
more endunng than one's it We feel
immensity at the same lime that we realize
Low msignificant we are.

Now that 1= the nearest appvac (o the
asthetie fechny thal many s person ever
makes, and Do person can ewiue nearer
nudess Le e mifeed with thn
Same people et o thnil from o sanset
from w cunrise, Trom the wide expanse ot
Those havine 1

=t 1t also from ot
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creation of all great literary work are
form, organization and rhythm. By form
we mean that the anthor ereates his char-
acters. He gives an secount of  their
hereditary traits, environmental intluenees,
patural predilections, & He deseribes
them in physical detail to give us the feel-
ing that a real flesh and blovd person is
before us. We must feel solidity in the
characters.

After the characters are created in the
mind of the novelist he traces their lives
throngh varions vieissitudes. This 15
organization of the material.

Rhythm, which 13 the thinl step in the
novel, consisis in bringing the characters
into relation with each other and in re-
lating eveuts with other events. This
compacted mass of humar relation is what
gives the story its dynamism a techniecal
term for “punch.”

The Irrelevancy of “Plot.”

It will be notieed that potlang has thus
far been said about the vlot, for tle
reason thal in all great fietion the plot
is megligible. In fuct, where there is no
plot there is rather likely to be hiterary
merit. Now the rezson tor the absence
of a plot in a great work of art i< that
it interferes with the logieal working
out of the destinies of the cluracters,

The presence of a plot obliges the
novelist to maks ecopemaons lLere and
there so that the plot will work out.
Ahsenee ol a plot permits him (o sllow
the people of the story to devilop i ae
cordanes with their natural ¢haracters.

The true novelist sess lite before lia
eves as a pageant.  He mercly notes what
lie sees passing. It it be pmmerality e
records it; if it be sanciity he alsn noten
it; and it will be observed that o all
great works of literary art the novelist
rarely passes an oninion on the aetiona
or the speecies of li= characters.  In
other words, he places the praple and su-
uations betore us and fets us draw our
(L1 911 t'unl‘:u-'luu-i O n.--r:;i.\. 1L we r]:mrm-.

Let us apply these prineiples (o The
“Genius.” The bovk does not come under
the Lead of books written and pablishid
for the purpose of appealing 1o a buse
mul. Thers 14 no mternal evidenes that
the book was intended Lo be a moral los
son showing that the wames of sin i«
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death, nor are there sny opinions ex-
pressed by the author s= to jusdifieation
of the immorality. e simply records
what happens to o misn who 1= an artit
and of a eertain makenp: and he lets
it rest there,

A< tor torm, which, a3 we havee smd,
is 1hwe ereating of characler, i no other
sperimens of Ameriean letters s there
more carclul attenlion given to detail
than in the hovks of Theslore Dreiser.
The only man who even approaches him
in the late David Graham Phillips. With
tireless nttention to physical detail, Drei-
ser builds up his- charaelers until they
give us the sensation of perfect solid-
ity; so muck so, in fact, fhal it haz heen
said by eminenl erities that he writes
firtion like faet. There s not a single
charseter i The “Geenins™ thal does not
impress one a4 being well rounded and
containing the depth that 13 nevessary to
solidity.

After the characters have been created
Prreiser furnishes e varions situations
of life in which they appear, starts his
people on their way and o inizes his
vast amount of material hike o man put-
ting a grent charge inte a poserinl gan.

The dypanie foree ol the woel e
comes apparent when the lives of the
charueter: are hrought into eontact amd
(e pelation of evonts 15 established.

The Marks of Greatness.

Withont asserting Direiser’s greatness
it is ineontestable that his works hear the
marks of grestues - Not anly are they
conceived on a oo al seale, but they
are devosl of all walizing, speenlat-
ing aml preaching, ond aim 1w give a
fge panorsna of Qe as it evparuds to
the sight.

The charactera are ones that peaple
in any walk of life might eet, and they
fultil theis destinies in @ natoral and
loverieal way withont the guidanes of the
noveltst.

Thirse 1ha! are immoral eontinge {0 he
tmotsd s thoee that are moral  remain
s, Whether or uot we admire the
characiers, we fecl that they are powers
either fur gom! or evil, and that every

one ol fuan s eosimnnbinge goneet | aner

to lif. Thes are all o anto the cosmue
}tu’a!ul"l‘_
Only to Uunking people can The “toe-
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 Immoral?

pus” ailpi‘a]. aud not Lo all of them. Te
those who put the constrnetion of the novel
after Lhe plot and the incidental aceounts
of immwralities  the book way be of no
mtrest s bt Lo those whio soe the carefvl
way in which the characters develop
under the hand of the novelist and who
can sense the form, organization amd
rhythm of the book the appeal will be
instantaneons.

It has been urged that thiz book is
detrimental to the morals of the young
and might lave a bad effeet upon peojle
with a weak moral sense; butl are Lhou-
s:uds of perfeetly normal and responsible
preaple to be depied s Turm of art
simply lweause 1t may be harmful to
others? 1t Las not been established that
the book fus done harm to any oned it
has only ben <tated that it might do
them Barm it thes read at

As a matler of fact only people of
eulinee and edueation pay any altention
10 the works of sueh wrilers as Direiser.
The general pnblie never beeomes inter-
v=ted until its attention is called to what
iy be i salacions mors 1.

In the case of The “Genias™ American
leiters are on trial, and the hterary world
will watell with interest the verdiet, Tt
i3 earnesily Loped (hat to every honest
mind will come the eonviction that The
“emins” is a work of hterary exeellence
and Lhat, a5 sueh, its suppression would
be an act harmful to American literature
il only by the weight of the precedent
and the foree of the example.

Seeing America First.
FLORIDA, THE LAND OF _EN-
CHANTMENT—By N. O. Winter.
(The Page Co.) $3.50.
COLORADO, THE QUEEN JEWEL
OF THE ROCKIES—By Mae Lacy
Baggs. (The Page Co) $3.50.
These important additions to the “See
America First” series are nol books for

the traveller's pocket, but pretentious vol-
wmes with large priut, wide margins and
many illastrations. They are the kind of
travel books that the buyer wll read with
interest before or after taking the trip—
or even if he never hus the excursion at
all.

1t would take n winter, busily spent, to
see as mueh of Florida, from Jacksonville
to Long Key and from Pensacola o the
Suwanee River, as Mr. N. 0. Winter
(ideal name for the author of a book on
Florida) carries the reader through in a
couple of evenings,

The Colorado volume ndicates its writ-
or’s intimaey not only with the moun-
tamns but with the geology and the history
of the State.  Her bibliography hsts
nearly a hundred authors, from Parkman
to Buffalo Bill, upon whom she ealls to
witness (he grindeur of Colovado,

MY LADY'S BOOK [Livre de Ma-
dame]. (John Wanamaker.) $3.
This tny volume with a silken eover

bearing colored Onental designs 15 edited

for John Wanamaker by Maguet, Pans,

It is uil in Frenel. There are a ealondar,

pages for notes of any sort and a “lady’s

Anacreon,” heing some dozens of gracet'nl

French poems.  The booklet is embelii el

with many photogravires of a classacul or

decorative nature.  There 15 a ship casg
of silk to hold the hibelot.

Strength of Will

- And How to Develop It |
By E. BOYD BARRETT, S. J., Ph. D.
Interesting, Practical and Profitable
|
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